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FINE DEL MERCATO 

FRANCK SCURTI 

Curated by Massimiliano Scuderi 

 

 

The exhibition by Scurti starts off the new series of solo shows of the MAAB gallery. The 

project, curated by Massimiliano Scuderi, has an emblematic title that expresses the present 

historical moment but also this French artist’s modus operandi, in a balance between artisanal 

creation and industrial production. The central idea of the exhibition is the dialectic between 

everyday economy, the art market, and something more sacred. On show are two nuclei of 

works and an installation specifically conceived for the space in Milan. Landscapes painted by 

anonymous artists and canvases at times made from wax bought on eBay are recreated by 

the artist in the form of still-lifes, closed in the lower half by an alveolar material in use for 

building, a clear reference to architecture and something that closes the work like a visual 

caption. New Chance is the title of one series of works, each enclosed in a box of coloured 

Plexiglas which, by reconfiguring the image, sparks off a mechanism of a different perception 

of the work which in this way acquires a new afflatus of values. 

By quoting the Belgian artist Marcel Broodthaers, through his creative intervention Franck 

Scurti transforms merchandise into collectors’ pieces; by applying new colours to the objects 

found in markets he gives them other meanings, hovering between high and low culture. 

The other series of works on show is called Lux Vision and consists of glass surfaces placed 

on the wall, like the yellowed stained glass of Gothic cathedrals, and made in Murano. This 

intervention clarifies the sense of the show even better. In fact, the works represent the design, 

all-too familiar, of the microchips of credit cards and, like luminous windows, allow a sight of 

the wall behind, in other words the reality of the market ontologically represented by the 

architecture of the gallery inasmuch as it is a commercial space. The vivacity of the light, that 

penetrates the objects, seems to be radiated by the windows themselves, underlining even 

more the ambiguity of the work. 

With this show Franck Scurti takes up again one of his best-known lines of research. After 

having dealt with the social and economic crisis, in a series of sculptures that allude to Van 

Gogh’s Potato Eaters (2018), with the Fine del Mercato he now deals with a metaphor for this 

historical moment, in all its criticality and potential. Attentive of both underground phenomena 

and the artistic tradition of the historical avant-gardes, the artist has always considered art as 

an undertaking starting from observation of daily life; in this case he has used the metaphor of 
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the Market as a way of highlighting the value of things when they are not treated as well-known 

entities or simple values of use and exchange. 

 
 

FRANCK SCURTI 

Born in Lyon in 1965, Franck Scurti lives and works in Paris. Franck Scurti’s works, often 

derived from our everyday, domestic world, but also from the urban space, are part of what he 

calls “already socialised elements”. Their reinterpretation lies in re-compositions and shifts. 

The viewers dive into a familiar world, but which has been submitted to the artist’s explorations, 

thus requiring a recoding. He held exhibitions in many museums, such as the Museo Nacional 

Centro de Arte Reina Sofia in Madrid, the Palais de Tokyo in Parigi, the CA2M - Centro de 

Arte Dos de Mayo in Madrid, the SMAK - Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst in Gent, the 

Power station of art (PSA) - Collection de la Fondation Cartier in Shanghai, the MAMCO - 

Musée d'Art Moderne et Contemporain in Genève and the MAN – Museo d’Arte Provincia di 

Nuoro. His works are kept in important public and private collections like the Centre Georges 

Pompidou in Parigi and the Musée d’Art Modern et Contemporain in Strasbourg. 

 

 

Hard Facts 

MAAB Gallery, Milano 

Via Nerino 3 – 20123 Milano 

From April 29th to June 25th 2020 

Open from Monday to Friday, 10.30 am – 6 pm* 

* In order to avoid gatherings, we kindly ask you to contact us by short routes to arrange individual 

appointments or in small groups. 
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